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WINTER 2021
chapters an opportunity to share, with
all of us, what they have been doing in
the past year. Chapters are welcome to
We’re off to a positive start for 2021.
present their reports at the business
On January 23rd, Air Hearts Utah 99s meeting.
hosted the online SWS Winter
Although the pandemic has presented
Workshop. The focus was on social
greater challenges to us, we have not
media and the following topics were stopped doing whatever we can to fulfill
presented:
our mission of promoting the
1. Social Media 101: The Basics - Alison “advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual
Barker
support while honoring our unique
2. Creating and Promoting the 99s history and sharing our passion for
Community on Instagram - Katie flight”.
Harford
The 99s 2021 International Conference
3. Security in Social Media - Sheena is also facing the realities of a pandemic
year. Instead of meeting on the Queen
Templo
Mary in Long Beach, CA there will be an
4. Achieve Your Goals Through Analytics
online 99s Annual Meeting on July 10.
- Robin Hadfield
Plans are well underway for our Fall
The popular workshop was attended by NWS/SWS Joint Section Meeting. The
one hundred 99s. Everyone enjoyed the Mid-Columbia 99s and the Las Vegas
range of presentations that took them Chapter are preparing for, what we
from starting to analyzing social media hope to be, our first in-person section
meeting in more than a year. So, keep
sites.
September 9 - 12, 2021 open for the
Thank you, Air Hearts Utah 99s, for all joyous event.
the energy and effort that went into the
Stay safe,
SWS Winter Workshop.
Pat
The Reno High Sierra Chapter has
switched the Spring SW Section Pat Chan
Meeting from an in-person, to an online Governor
meeting. The continued concerns about
Southwest Section 99s
the covid-19 pandemic made it too
difficult for them to host an in-person
section meeting.

Governor’s Report

At spring section meetings, we usually
hear chapter reports. This gives our

CALENDAR

•

April 10, 2021
Spring SWS Meeting Sparks, NV
Hosted by Reno High Sierra Chapter
Online Meeting

•

July 10, 2021
99s International Conference
Online Meeting

•

September 9-12, 2021
Joint Northwest/Southwest Fall
Section Meeting
Hosted By Mid-Columbia 99s and Las
Vegas Chapter, Las Vegas, NV
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Section Officers
Governor:
Pat Chan – Bay Cities
Vice-Governor:
Dea Payette – Bakersfield
Secretary:
Karen Hausteen – Phoenix
Treasurer:
Irene Engard – Orange County
Immediate Past Governor:
Jeanne Fenimore – San Fernando Valley
Directors:
Jennifer Perdigao - Long Beach
Carol Munch – Santa Clara Valley
Nominating Committee Chair:
Sunni Gibbons – Santa Maria Valley
Nominating Committee:
Nobi Buntin – Aloha
Andrea Garcia – Long Beach
Patricia Gregory – Santa Clara Valley
Kathy Walton – Reno Area
The Southwesterly
Editor-in Chief
Laura Del Favero
Santa Clara Valley Chapter
southwesterly@sws99s.org

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen
and Board Liaisons 2020-2022
Flying Activities:
Airmarking
NIFA
Young Eagles
Flying Activities
WINGS Program

Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra
Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley
Pat Forbes, Santa Clara Valley
Pat Gregory, Santa Clara Valley
Dea “Cooper” Payette, Bakersfield

Education & Chapter Development:
Air & Space Education
Fundraising
Membership
Student Pilot Members

Sue Kerr, Mt. Shasta
Susan Liebeler, Ventura County
Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra
Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra

Communication:
Southwesterly Editor
Laura Del Favero, Santa Clara Valley
Southwesterly Layout
OPEN
Social Media/Public Relations Katie Harford, Bay Cities
Sheena Templo, Long Beach
Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley
SWS Webmaster
Bailey Bishop, San Diego
SWS Web Team
Dre Feeney, San Diego
SWS Web Team
Maki Honda, Santa Clara Valley
SWS Web Team
Marketa (MJ) Johnson, Tucson
SWS Website Advisor
Mary McDonald, Bay Cities
Awards:
Awards Chairman
AE Scholarship

Other Scholarships
WPOY

Design & Layout
open

Pilot Careers:

Paula Sandling, San Fernando Valley
Lori Parker, Ventura County
Ceci Stratford, San Fernando Valley
Helen Consolino, Phoenix
Dot Norkus, San Diego
Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley
OPEN

History:
Historian /Scrapbook
Photographer
Oral History
Forest of Friendship
Administrative:
Tax Compliance
By-Laws

OPEN
Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley
Pat Chan, Bay Cities
Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield
Alanna McClellan, Lake Tahoe

Barbara Crooker, Mt. Shasta
Pat Prentiss, Orange County
sws99s.org
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Accomplishments
Briahni Atisanoe, Instrument, Aloha Chapter
Carissa Schuster, Instrument, Aloha Chapter
Christine Oksas, CFII, Bay Cities Chapter
Darya Bogoslovskaya, Private, San Diego Chapter
Donneisha Smith, Fist Solo, Bay Cities Chapter
Emily Roessler, First Solo, Ventura County Chapter

Katerina Johnson, Private,
Antelope Valley Chapter

Greta Liebeler, Instrument, Commercial, Ventura County
Giuliana Modesti, Commercial, San Diego Chapter
Ingrid Lohne, Private, San Fernando Valley Chapter
Jennifer Phillips, Private, Orange County Chapter
Joan Hammel, First Solo, Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Maggie Hill, Commercial SES, Bay Cities

Maki Honda, Private, Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Megan Kojima, Instrument, San Fernando Valley Chapter
Rahshele Rodriguez, First Solo, San Diego Chapter
Sanjal Gavande, Commercial, San Diego Chapter
Shantal Bustamante, Private, San Fernando Valley Chapter

Dea Payette, Wingwalking and Aerobatics,
Bakersfield Chapter

Sierra Lewis, First Solo, Monterey Bay Chapter
Stephanie Ishigami, Private, Aloha Chapter
Stephanie Robinson, Commercial, Ventura County Chapter

Rosie Pongracz, Private, Santa Rosa
Chapter

Kristen Stimpert, CFI and a
Seaplane add-on, Santa Rosa
Chapter
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Message for the New Year
Submitted by Samarra Dalrymple, Fullerton Chapter

Happy New Year! As I start a new year, I like to reflect on the past year and how I have grown as a person. I thank
God and the people who contributed to my growth. When I look back at 2020, I am thankful that it is over. "No
matter how hard the past, you can always begin again." Budda
With the flip of the 2020 VOR flag from "to" to "from", I navigate to my next fix 2021. I set several goals based on
my spiritual, personal, and flying lives. Now that I have identified the fix (my goals), I start my Five-T's mental
checklist of an IFR flight plan to my destination. Thereby ensuring I can accomplish my objectives in 2021.
•

•

•

•

•

Time – Time over the fix
•

Break goals down to manageable time frame; weekly and monthly

•

Plan my work and work my plan

Twist - Turn to my new heading
•

Pick a heading that will keep me on course

•

Align with people with similar plans

Throttle - Set the throttle
•

Determine the pace to meet my goals

•

Check and adjust for a change in the headwind

Tune
•

Listen to my network of trusted advisors

•

Be open to hearing feedback

Talk
•

Share my vision with others

•

Speak words of gratitude for what I already have

•

Speak words of encouragement to others on their journey

I encourage everyone to set a course to their destination in 2021. As you do so, make certain they are S.M.A.R.T.
goals, Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant, and Time-Bound.
"The bad news is time flies. The good news is you're the pilot." Michael Altshuler
99s cleared for take-off runway 2021 with a straight-out departure.
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Editor’s Message
It’s 2021. We made it. It can only get better from here. I hope everyone had a restful holiday season and first couple months
of the new year. This is the first newsletter of 2021. Please read and enjoy! And don’t forget to tell me about your chapter’s
activities. Email your submissions to southwesterly@sws99s.org
Ciao,
Laura

Still looking, who is interested in volunteering?

From the SWS Nominating Committee
Pilots of the Southwest Section—It’s not too early to consider seeking office for our next Board of Directors election to be held
in early 2022. The Nominating Committee Chair will be a member of the Board and the entire committee will have the fun of
connecting with other women pilots across the Section to ensure the continuation of great leadership in our organization. All
of the offices from Governor through the full nominating committee will be on the ballot. Our current Board is a dynamic
group of women focused on maintaining the strength and health of the Southwest Section. One of this term’s early projects
has been to implement a new SWS web team plus a Social Media committee. These gals are busy bringing new energy and
enthusiasm to our expanding social-connection opportunities.
If you have even an inkling or are interesting in discovering more about the Board or the Nominating Committee, just check in
with one of the Nominating Committee members below. You’ll be glad you did!
Sunni Gibbons (Chair): sunni40@comcast.net
Nobi Buntin : bobbiebuntin@gmail.com
Pat Gregory: plowers@pacbell.net
Andrea Garcia : CaFlyGirl1@gmail.com
Kathy Walton : kathywalton99@gmail.com
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CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE
Most (if not all) chapters of the Southwest Section of the 99s held their annual holiday parties via Zoom. Definitely
a sign of the times. Several chapters (including Fullerton and Las Vegas) held fly-ins to Death Valley, flying into
Stovepipe Wells Airport. The National Park Service is considering closing the runway at Stovepipe Wells Airport to
make way for a night sky viewing area (see link to AOPA article on page 11). There are many scholarship application
deadlines coming up this April, including the First Wings Award (more on page 8). This is by no means an exhaustive
list, but I mentioned a few I could find with deadlines in April. Read more about the scholarship requirements and
apply!
Aloha Chapter
Members of the Aloha Chapter have raised over $5,700 for their Keiki Christmas Charity and were able to help 500
less fortunate keiki on the Big Island, Kauai, Molokai, Lanai, Oahu & Maui!
Bay Cities Chapter
Bay Cities Chapter announced their 2021 scholarship, available to anyone residing within California, north of the
Clovis CZQ VOR 075/255 radials. Apply before April 1: https://www.baycities99s.org/scholarship/
Fullerton Chapter
In January, the Fullerton 99s had a fly-in to Stovepipe Wells Airport in Death Valley. See Samara’s article about the
fly-in on page 9.

Monterey Bay Chapter
In December 2020, chapter members donated 54 aviation-related toys and books, money, and good wishes to the
Salvation Army donation center.
San Diego Chapter
The SD99s held a student pilot meet and greet with a CFII to learn about checkride topics. The San Diego Chapter
currently has 36 student pilot members! The SD99s is offering several scholarships that are open to all members of
the Southwest Section 99s. More information here: http://www.sd99s.org/scholarships.html
SD99 Mary Ford was recognized by California Senator Brian Jones as a 2020 California Hero for her service to the
community.
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CHAPTERS ON THE MOVE (continued)
Sacramento Chapter
The Sacramento Valley 99s are offering a scholarship for anyone living with 99NM of KSAC. Application deadline
April 30: https://www.sacramento99s.org/Scholarship
Utah Chapter
Chapter members flew from Salt Lake City to Cedar City, Utah with Angel
Flight for the Santa Flight project!

Francine Garcia, Merilee Riely, and Pam Nichols donated their time to fly
gifts to children in need.
Ventura County Chapter
In an effort to hold a flying event to sharpen and challenge their navigation skills while still complying with COVID
restrictions, the VC99s came up with a Geocaching Flying Challenge. Seven landmarks around the Ventura County
area were chosen. Each airplane had a team of two pilots. The teams used provided coordinates and altitudes to
hunt for the landmarks and take photos of their finds. This “flying geocaching” concept could have educational
benefits in addition to being a fun way to have a safe flying event during COVID.

Southwest Section Spring 2021 Awards
Airmarking Award
The Southwest Section Airmarking Award recognizes chapters who have airmarked an airport. Airmarking has long been
associated with The Ninety-Nines. The tradition of airmarking to identify airports to pilots goes back to the early 20th
century, when the National Airmarking Program was conceived, planned, and directed by a woman with an all-woman staff.

Did your chapter do any airmarking in 2020? If yes, did you send the details to the Southwest Section Airmarking
Award Chairwomen Lynn Meadows? It’s not too late to apply for the SWS airmarking award. You can apply through
the end of March.

Details here: https://sws99s.org/awards/airmarking/

Air & Space Education Award
Advancement of aviation through education is a core part of The Ninety-Nines mission statement. The Southwest
Section Air & Space Education Award recognizes 99s chapters who promote the advancement of aviation through
education.
Did your chapter conduct outreach and education to promote aviation in 2020? If yes, it’s not too late to apply for
the SWS Air & Space Education Award. Send your applications to the Air & Space Education Award Chairwoman Sue
Kerr. You can apply through the end of March.
Details here: https://sws99s.org/awards/
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2021 International Conference Announcement
The Ninety-Nines priority is the health and safety of our members. That has always been the
determining factor for hosting in-person events.
We were hoping we could meet on the Queen Mary in Long Beach this July after cancelling last
year’s event. However, as the year ended and 2021 began, our optimism dwindled and soon
evaporated.
The Queen Mary stopped all operations early last year and remains closed. The management
company that operates the hotel has filed bankruptcy and the immediate future for the Queen
is currently unknown.
Here in the Los Angeles area (Long Beach included), we cannot yet have large groups for a conference. None of the tours are
operating, making it harder and harder for us to even think we could host the conference this year.
We will have the opportunity to “see” each other during the online Ninety-Nines International Annual Meeting on July 10th.
The details will be announced soon.
We can look forward to an in-person conference in Charleston, SC next July 6-10, 2022 at the Historic Francis Marian Hotel.
The 2022 International Conference and Expo committee is working hard to create an extra special event.
We want to thank everyone who helped and supported us through this entire process, and especially to those who registered
and stayed with us through both our attempts to host this event. You will soon be given an option to move your registration to
Charleston or receive a refund. Charleston is going to be amazing, so we encourage you to move your registration forward. We
all hope by then we can meet.
Ninety-Nines are resilient and promise to be back with the Conference we are all looking forward to.
Please stay safe and well.
Southwest Section International Conference Committee

First Wings Award
Same great scholarship --NEW NAME !
The Fly Now Award is now the "First Wings" Award.

The Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Fund Trustees have taken a pro-active
approach to alleviate some previous misinterpretations between the Fly Now award
and other programs within the Ninety-Nines.
Even though it is a new name, First Wings, it is the same scholarship program. It's still a twice-yearly financial award of up to
$6,000 based on completion of specific training milestones to assist a Ninety-Nine in achieving her First Wings as a pilot. The
award is available to Student Pilot Members of The 99s who meet eligibility requirements. To be eligible, applicants must hold
a student pilot certificate (or provide evidence that they meet their country's flight training requirement), have been an
official Student Pilot Member three months before the application deadline, have logged 5 hours in the six months before the
application deadline and show financial need.
The Spring 2021 application is now on The 99s International website. Application deadline April 1. https://www.ninetynines.org/first-wings.htm
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Unexpected in Death Valley
Submitted by Samarra Dalrymple, Fullerton Chapter
The Fullerton 99s Death Valley fly-in on January 30 was quite the event. The Fullerton
99s planned the fly-in. We were joined by several other groups from both Corona in
Redlands airports. At the end of the day, we had over 15 airplanes meet us at
Stovepipe Wells Airport in Death Valley, California.
The flight planning alone was an opportunity for pilots to engage in dialogue on routes
to the airport. It was reported by pilots who have flown in previously, Joshua Control
ATC will clear you through several restricted areas on a direct route. However, we had
to plan for the contingency of not getting the clearance through the restricted areas R2515, R-2524, and R-2505. Cameron planned a Zoom call the night before to discuss
the flight plans and best practices for the area.
I had the pleasure of flying with Cheri in her V-tail bonanza. We departed Fullerton
airport at approximately 10 AM. We took a northeast route over the mountains which
were recently snow-capped from the storm passing through the area the day before.
When we cleared the mountains, we were switched to Joshua Control, they cleared us
through the restricted area as planned at or above 7000 feet. As we flew along,
Edwards Air Force Base was off our left wing. It was an inspiring moment as we were
aware of the aviation history associated with the location. Chuckie Yeager’s speed of
sound flight in the X-1 launch from the nearby Mojave Desert.

(Edwards Air Force is where the X-1 loading pit was constructed to attach the X-1 aircraft to the Boeing B-29 Superfortress,
from which it was air-launched during its historic flights.)
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Unexpected in Death Valley (cont’d)
Once we cleared the restricted area. We turned East for several miles then headed Northeast again to clear terrain then
dropped down into the Badwater Basin. It was named because early travelers notice their exhausted mules wouldn’t drink
water in the area because of the high salt content. It was marked with an X on a map as bad water.
We were in awe of the topography from the air. The formation of the sediment which came out of the mountains from the
recent storm, beautifully fanned out as it reached the basin floor. The attractiveness is difficult to put into words.
We cleared the basin and headed into Stovepipe Wells Airport at the north end of the basin. As we landed at the airport, we
were immediately greeted by the Fullerton 99s and friends. The parking was limited so we parked aircraft on the gravel area
adjacent to the runway. A short flight to the south, some of our group landed at Furnace Creek Airport, the lowest airstrip in
the USA at negative 210 feet below sea level (a bucket list item for some).
The Fullerton 99s and friends enjoyed lunch socially distanced, and outdoors at the Badwater Saloon. We offered rides to
several student pilots. They had an opportunity to ask questions and receive encouragement. It was a great day to enjoy
beautiful views and conversations about flying.
The unexpected beauty of Death Valley left me dazed. I immediately came home to research camping and hiking in the area. I
watched YouTube videos on the subject the entire next day. I can’t wait to make a return trip to Death Valley National Park.
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New Cuyama Airport L88 Being Resurrected
By Charly Schaad, San Luis Obispo Chapter
If you’ve recently flown over the shuttered Lost Hills airport (L84), you might have shed a tear for another airport lost, and
another town no longer accessible by air.
Then in December we were shocked to learn that the National Park Service intends to close one of the two Death Valley
airports - Stovepipe Wells L09 - losing us access to this part of the park, it’s hotel and campground, and losing one of our
favorite airports (see the AOPA article calling for action and support here).

New Cuyama’s Airport is shiny and clean again (taken on December 5, 2020)

But every now and then there’s good news, too. You might have noticed that New Cuyama L88 is no longer part of your
current aviation database, but that might soon change. The airport’s owner - Blue Sky Center - has worked with volunteers to
clean brush from the runway surface and surroundings, and is currently in the process of filling in the remaining potholes.
They’re still looking for donations to fund the remaining repair work. But soon, the airport will be open again!
Donation page: https://kindest.com/support-l88-and-fly-cuyama?utm_source=kindest
Latest news on their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/flycuyama/
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New Horizons

I can tell you the last book that Dale read was Keith
O’Brien’s Fly Girls: How Five Daring Women Defied All Odds
and Made Aviation History (2018).

Dale Kintop
Reno Area Chapter
Dale always wanted to fly. Her dad
was in the Navy in WWII but enlisted
in the Air Force after to become a
test pilot. In the 1980s when her
daughters started school, Dale
started ground school. She joined the
Reno Area 99s in 1992. She often flew
husband, Jeff, around Sierra Valley in
a Cessna 152. She had a lot of friends
who would let her use their planes
for the price of fuel.
She and Jeff started sponsoring balloons (15 at one time) and
pilots (5) at the Great Reno Balloon Races in 1992 and
continue to do so. Every year, after a week at the Balloon
Races she was off to the Reno Air Races for the whole week.
Mostly assisting at the announcers’ booth.
She was a great advocate of careers in aviation for young
people. In 1996 she was at Vaughn Middle School for Career
Day to promote flying opportunities for women. One boy
showed a lot of interest, picked up the materials and put in
his name for the free plane ride drawing. He won the ride.
Later he graduated from Embry Riddle, became a pilot,
married Dale and Jeff’s daughter Caitlin and flies for Delta
Airlines.
Over the years she lost access to planes and just got busy
with other things, but she always told everyone, she was a
pilot, she just wasn’t current. She loved being a 99 with its
camaraderie and purpose, working the air races and was
always excited to see who won the scholarship.

Dale leaves behind her husband, Jeff, her daughters – Caitlin
and Kristen, sons in law and five grandchildren.

Shirley Thom
Reno Area Chapter
After Shirley and husband, Gene,
learned to fly in 1959, Shirley joined
the 99s in 1961 as a member of the
San Fernando Valley Chapter. She
and Gene moved to Reno in 1998
and she transferred to the Reno Area
Chapter.
Shirley loved air racing placing in the
top ten several times. She flew in the
AWTAR (Powder Puff Derby) twice –
one with daughter Linda; Pacific Air
Race and Palms to Pines. She also worked on many races in
many capacities. The Reno Air Races where she volunteered
every year, were among
her favorites. She was
proud to help raise money
for
the
chapter
scholarships.
Aerospace Education was
always important. She
was a Girl Scout leader
and did Aviation badges in
So. California and helped
set up a program with
Reno Area 99s and the
local Girl Scouts.
There were many other adventures in her life: Computerland
store owner, selling airplanes, book store owner and lots of
hobbies. She always had a lot of stories.
“I have made lifetime friends with women in the flying
world”. Shirley would have been 90 on February 23rd. She
leaves her daughter, Linda Johnston and son, Jerry Thom.
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Aviation Trivia
1. Jacqueline Cochran became the first woman to break the sound barrier in 1953. What aircraft did she fly?
A. Canadair CL-13 Sabre
B. Bell X-1
C. Grumman F-9 Cougar
D. Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-17
2. Who was the first American woman to both pilot and command the Space Shuttle?
A. Barbara Morgan
B. Helen Sharman
C. Eileen Collins
D. Judith Resnik
3. Bessie Coleman was world’s first African American and Native American licensed woman pilot. Where did she get
her pilot’s license?
A. Atlanta, Texas
B. Chicago, Illinois
C. Paris, France
4. Who was the first woman to fly across the English Channel?
A. Raymonde de Laroche
B. Harriet Quimby
C. Blanche Stewart Scott
D. Amelia Earhart
5. What is the name of the group of female bomber pilots who flew for the Soviet Union during WWII?
A. Snow Bunnies
B. Night Witches
C. Sky Daisies
D. Screaming Eagles
Answers on bottom of last page.

Links, click on them
Southwest Section https://sws99s.org

The Ninety-Nines, Inc. https://www.ninety-nines.org

SOUTHWESTERLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Feb 20 submissions due for Winter issue
May 20 submissions due for the Spring issue
Aug 20 submissions due for the Summer issue
Nov 20 submissions due for the Fall issue

Send your submissions to:

southwesterly@sws99s.org

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

This newsletter is a publication of the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines.
Forward submissions and photos to be included in the upcoming newsletter to
Editor-in Chief
Laura Del Favero

Aviation trivia answers: 1.A, 2.C, 3.C, 4.B, 5.B

